Question (for index/link):  “If I am in full compliance with RCW69.51A, may the police arrest me, take my children to CPS…?”

Answer:

Dear _______:

Unfortunately, RCW 69.51A (medical marijuana) has not been fully embraced by law enforcement, prosecutors, or the judiciary in Washington State, to the same extent to which it has been embraced by the public (voters).

 

You might check Alison Chin Holcomb"s (Director, ACLU "Marijuana Education Project") answer to "Frequently asked Questions" on our website ("unsympathetic police...").

 

As she points out, the sick and dying, in Washington, have no license or permit to possess their medicine.  If they are in full compliance with RCW 69.51A, they simply have an affirmative defense to a criminal charge of possession/manufacture.  It is a literal equivalent of the old "tell it to the judge" cliche.  Frequently, all the damage has been done, long before you get to the judge, and cannot be undone, even when your affirmative defense is accepted.

 

Your question, whether you and your wife, growing in full compliance, can be arrested, and your children imprisoned by CPS, raises a worst case scenario.  It is easy to imagine an unsympathetic officer deciding that you are a major marijuana grower, masquerading as a legitimate patient or caregiver, and convincing CPS...etc.

 

On the other hand, you asked about Spokane County.  You have several saving features there.  First, neither CPS, nor the County Jail, have room for you, or your kids.  Secondly, both the Sherriff's office, and the Prosecutor's office are relatively experienced/sophisticated with medical marijuana cases in Spokane.  While they may disagree with your compliance, and take you to trial, they have shown no inclination to torture mmj patients.  Sadly, I cannot say the same for outlying counties in Eastern Washington.

 

My best advice:  Read and reread RCW 69.51A (or consult with my office), and overcomply with the law.

 

pks

